GROWING UP IN THE ©ORDER

Ainy Shaluly Dominguez, SRC

“Aimy, who are you talking to?,” my
Mom asked. “I am talking to God” was my
firm, serious, four-year-old Rosicrucian
answer!

As I contemplate the life of the
baby that I will soon be giving birth to,
I cannot help but think how blessed my
own life has been, and how being born
into a Rosicrucian family has shaped my
thoughts, words, and actions.

For as long as I can remember, members
have asked me what
it has been like
growing up in the
Rosicrucian Order
and how it has
impacted me. This
is almost impossible
to answet, since the
Rosicrucian life has
always been present
and it is hard to
know for sure how
something has
impacted you when
it has always been
there. I can, though,
share my story and some of my experiences.

Before I was born, my parents practiced
the exercises and meditations for expectant
parents in the Child Culture Series teachings.
They named me after the Rosicrucian
vowel sound Ehm, pronounced “Aim,” and
ensured that I had my Appellation (baby
naming) ceremony in the Aquarian Peace
Lodge temple (then known as the Aquarian
Lodge) where I happily ate the rose petals
that were sprinkled on me and started my
journey on the Rosicrucian path. Both my
older sister and I participated in the Junior
Order. We did experiments, camps, classes,
Junior Order convocations, lessons, and
more. We received our Junior Order
monographs and read them religiously,

Aimy at her Colombe Installation, with Pearl Boyce,
Dad Michael, Norma Beasley, and Mom Marie, 1993.

taking each experiment to serious levels
in our little minds. By age five, I was very
mystically inclined, often wandering off
into nature, talking to plants, bugs, and the
moon. It was during one of these sojourns
that I gave that opening remark to my
Mom. It seemed very natural for me to
converse with nature and with the God of
my Heart.

We frequently traveled to various
Rosicrucian activities in Florida and
elsewhere. I especially looked up to the
Colombes in
Miami
who

Lodge,
took me
under their wings
when 1 was too
young to be a
Colombe. Thus,
my sister and I,
at very young
ages, were often
exposed not only
to the teachings
but also to our
Rosicrucian family
who seemed to
be everywhere we went. At most of the
conventions and events we attended, thanks
in large part to the perseverance of my
mom, there were Junior Order activities
where we created dramas and performed
them for the members. At others we were
taught to sit quietly with my parents as we sat
in a lecture hall with all the other members.
Now, looking back, I am surprised at how
interested I was at such an early age, and
how I naturally lost the temptation to fidget.
I recall loving those lectures and meeting
with the members. Looking back, it is
amazing to me how I had the rare experience
of being able to grow up in the presence
of great and beautiful Rosicrucians such as
Dr. Lonnie Edwards, Edward Lee, Arthur
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Piepenbrink, Dr. Albert Doss, June and
Burnam Schaa, Hank and Cherie Bersok,
Francesca Curasco (a Colombe advisor in
San Jose), among many others.

My favorite place was and still is
Rosicrucian Park in San Jose. Traveling
to San Jose was a great adventure. We
would stay with Pachita, another former
Colombe advisor, whose real name was
Elena Martinez, who lived two blocks from
the Park. She would always get a visit from
Juan, who had been the assistant museum
curator for many years. We called him
Juanito. When we would go to Juanito’s
house, he would allow us to play H. Spencer
Lewis’s piano, which had been entrusted
to Juanito’s care during his lifetime. We still
have pictures of my sister and me sitting at
this historic instrument. Juanito also had
us sign his guest book. That guest book
was filled with the signatures of so many
prominent Rosicrucians who had come to
visit, including our late Imperator, Ralph
M. Lewis. It was a natural, fraternal, and
comforting feeling to grow up in this
environment, surrounded by so many
people who shared a common purpose of
making the world a better place. Another
vivid recollection of the Park was visiting
the planetarium and being fascinated by
the planets and the giant pendulum that
was there. I loved visiting the gift shop
and still have many of the books that were
purchased for me there. I plan to pass
them on to my children.

Looking back, it is apparent now how
many of us underestimate what the young
mind is capable of and we fail to realize
the extent of what Junior Order students
and Colombes learn. I was given very
mystical and often difficult concepts to
learn and study at a very young age. Just
like the regular monographs, the Junior
Order monographs structured the lessons
in easy-to-understand ways for children
by putting very deep lessons into children
story language. Each lesson came with
practical applications and experiments
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as well. Once I became a Colombe, 1
had the privilege of reading my parents’
monographs as well as the Junior Order
ones.

I believe that growing up in the Order
has truly shaped who I am today. I cannot
pinpoint which experiences impacted me
most but I can say that the most special
to me were the years I served as Colombe.
When I was eight, or maybe sooner, I began
my training as Colombe. My sister was in
training and so I paid close attention and
was eager to become a Colombe as well.
Apparently, I could talk one’s ear off about
becoming a Colombe and I once caused an
entire convention to change their schedule
of events so that I could serve because I
cried when I found out I wasn’t going to
be able to. I recall that at first I struggled
to sit completely still as a Colombe was
instructed to. However, 1 quickly picked
up the skills of calming my mind and body.

Being a Colombe was not something
simple as many people seem to think. It
requires dedication, an understanding of
various principles, and a deep connection
with oneself and others. Colombe training
is very disciplined and often strenuous, but
it truly pays off in the end. A Colombe has
several obligations; the most important
and well-known duty being to keep the
flame within the sacred temple ever
burning, Not only is it her charge to keep
these fires aglow in the temple; she is also
to kindle love and virtue in the hearts of
the members. She not only symbolizes
light, life, love, and the conscience of
every Frater and Soror; she also represents
all that is truly Rosicrucian. Her tasks are
quiet, sweet, and firm. She is taught that
her actions, both inside and outside the
temple, are being keenly observed and she
is asked to be an example for the members
around her. A Colombe is also taught that
she should carry her duties through to her
everyday life, radiating the light of her
office to all she comes in contact with.
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Postscript: Aimy recently gave birth to a beautiful, healthy baby boy - Quinten, named
after the Quintessence. She reports having had a fast and smooth all-natural delivery.
Aimy attributes this to her preparation, including the Child Culture Series and breathing
meditations, vowel sounds, and meditative centering/calming strategies that she learned in
the Order, especially the Overall Exercise, which greatly helped during contractions. She
also had three very supportive Rosicrucians with her in the delivery room - her husband,
Rankhses, her mom, Marie, and her dear friend, Soror Divine Ikpepke, RN. Dad, Michael,
was nearby sending metaphysical support. Congratulations to all and welcome Quinten!
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